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action of the Government. It is a means, more powerful than
monster meetings, of expressing national opinion. Thus, we serve
three purposes by hartal and all of them are so great that we do
not expose ourselves to the charge of exaggeration in declaring
hartal.
This much is clear that none of the purposes above named
will be served if suspension of business is brought about through
fear of public opprobrium or physical pressure. If suspension were
to be brought about by terrorism and if Mr. Horniman came to
know [of] it, he could not but be displeased and grieved by the
knowledge, and such artificial hartal would fail to produce any
effect upon the Government. Hartal forcibly brought about cannot
be considered satyagrahi hartal. In anything satyagrahi, there should
be purity of motive, means and end. I, therefore, hope that no
man or woman who is unwilling to suspend business will in any
way be interfered with, but that he or she will be guaranteed
protection from any harm whatsoever. / would far rather wish that
people did not suspend business on Sunday in the city of Bombay and that
the organizers were exposed to ridicule than that force was used upon a
single person in order to make him suspend business. In order to avoid
all risk of commotion in Bombay on Sunday, the idea of holding
public meetings has been discountenanced and all have been advised
to remain indoors. As all satyagraha activity should be guided by
the religious spirit, I have suggested that we should fast for twenty-
four hours and devote the day tOvreligious contemplation, and it is
to be hoped that all the members of families including children
and servants will take part in the religious observance. Hindus
may have the Bhagavad Gita read to them. It takes four hours to read
through it with clear pronunciation and other Hindu .religious
books might be read in addition [to] or in place of it. The
Mahomedans and others may have their own scriptures read to
them. It will be a proper way of spending the day to read the
stories of great satyagrahis such as Prahlad, Harishchandra, Mirabai,
Imams Hasan and Hoosein, Socrates and others. It will be op-
portune also to explain to family gatherings Mr* Horniman's title
to our affection. The chief thing to be remembered is that we
may not fritter away next Sunday in playing cards, chowpat, gambl-
ing or in sheer laziness, but that it should be so spent as to make
us better men and women for national service. Better-placed and
well-to-do families will, I hope, invite such of their neighbours as
may be poor, solitary or ignorant, to participate in the religious
devotion. A brotherly spirit is cultivated not by words but only
by deeds.